
Gospel Reading   -   Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Lk 16:1-13 

Jesus said to his disciples, 

"A rich man had a steward 

who was reported to him for squandering his property. 

He summoned him and said, 

'What is this I hear about you? 

Prepare a full account of your stewardship, 

because you can no longer be my steward.' 

The steward said to himself, 'What shall I do, 

now that my master is taking the position of steward away from me? 

I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg. 

I know what I shall do so that, 

when I am removed from the stewardship, 

they may welcome me into their homes.' 

He called in his master's debtors one by one. 

To the first he said, 

'How much do you owe my master?' 

He replied, 'One hundred measures of olive oil.' 

He said to him, 'Here is your promissory note. 

Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.' 

Then to another the steward said, 'And you, how much do you owe?' 

He replied, 'One hundred kors of wheat.' 

The steward said to him, 'Here is your promissory note; 

write one for eighty.' 

And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. 

"For the children of this world 

are more prudent in dealing with their own generation 

than are the children of light. 

I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth, 

so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

The person who is trustworthy in very small matters 

is also trustworthy in great ones; 

and the person who is dishonest in very small matters 

is also dishonest in great ones. 

If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, 

who will trust you with true wealth? 

 “The Dishonest 
Steward.” 

Why was the 

MASTER 

commending the 

Dishonest 

Stewart? 

Who are the 

Children of Light? 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1


If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, 

who will give you what is yours? 

No servant can serve two masters. 

He will either hate one and love the other, 

or be devoted to one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve both God and mammon." 

 

“The Dishonest Steward.” 
To summarize, a steward was fired because he had squandered the rich man’s 
property. He was left without a job and did not want to do manual labor, 
nor did he want to beg. But he needed a way to make a living. Finally, he 
decided to go to each of his master’s debtors and forgive a portion of their debt. 
And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. 

Why is he being praised for being dishonest?  
In understanding this passage, it helps to remember that at this time in history, 
agents acted on behalf of their master. The steward was praised because he 
collected the full amount of the debt owed to his master. The debt that was 
reduced or eliminated was actually his commission. So even though he was 
guilty of squandering the rich man’s property, he was honest in collecting 
the master’s debt payments. 

• By eliminating his commission, he charged the debtors less and made 
friends with them.  

• Instead of being a victim of circumstance, he turns a bad situation around 
to benefit himself by making friends with the debtors. 

• The parable does not praise dishonesty, rather it praises the ability to use 
our material resources wisely in a time of crisis. 

• The steward knew he needed friends more than he needed the 
commission money. 

In some Bible translations the word mammon is used instead of 
the phrase “dishonest wealth.” The root word in Greek is 
mammonas, which translates to “money, wealth, and material 
possessions.” In ancient times, the word mammon had a 
negative connotation, as it was used to describe gluttony, 
greed, and dishonest worldly gain. Ultimately, mammon 
described excessive materialism, which seems to continue to 
be a problem today. 

Matthew 6:24  

“No one can serve two masters, for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or

 he will be devoted to the one and despise

 the other. You cannot serve God and dmo

ney.6 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/matthew/6/24#footnote2
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Money, worldly riches, or wealth are not bad in and of themselves. These 
things are simply tools for us to use in our secular society in order to buy things 

we need (and maybe some items we want.) 

What becomes bad is when money becomes the driving 
force in our lives and takes on a level of importance it 

does not deserve. 
The true riches in this gospel passage have nothing to do with money and 

everything to do with spiritual blessings, 

 such as the Seven Fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, and most 

importantly a relationship with God. 

 

 

 

“You cannot serve both God and mammon.” 
If we are worshiping the almighty dollar, and money is the primary focus of our 
life, then there is no room for God. The verse says you CAN NOT serve God and 

money. It does not say you MAY NOT be able to serve God and money. Nor does 
it say it COULD BE POSSIBLE to serve God and money. It says you CAN NOT. 
Not much room for second guessing—serving God and money at the same 

time is impossible 
There is nothing wrong with making money or being wealthy, as long as it is a 
result of being a faithful steward. Using money to serve God and help others 

indicates you love God and you are serving him with the material blessings he 
entrusted to you. 



Jesus calls us to have complete dependence 
on the Father, not on our own economic 

security. 
All the money and possessions we have here on earth 

ultimately belong to God and are to be used for his purposes. 

If the reason you are living is to make money for the sake of the things money 
can buy, then money becomes your god, and you cannot serve the living and 

true God. The verse says we CAN NOT serve God and Money. To be 
dependent upon wealth is opposed to the teachings of Jesus who counseled 

complete dependence on the Father as one of the characteristics of the 
Christian disciple. 

If we understand the principle that everything we own is a gift from God, then we 

realize that God is the owner of everything and that we are His stewards. As such, we 

are to use the Master’s resources to further the Master’s goals. In this specific case, 

we are to be generous with our wealth and use it for the benefit of others. 

• What is Jesus mean when he says “True Wealth”? 

- referring to stewardship and responsibility in God’s kingdom along with all the 

accompanying heavenly rewards. 

 

If God is our Master, then our wealth will be at His disposal. In 

other words, the faithful and just steward whose Master is God will 

employ that wealth in building up the kingdom of God. 

 

“And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends and 

thus make sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you into the tents 

of eternity.” Jesus’ choice of a “steward” in today’s passage is altogether to 

the point. We need to be constantly reminded that we are the 

stewards and never the owners of what we possess. We have no 

absolute right to anything we have. “I can do what I like with my 

money and property because it’s mine” is not a statement any committed 

Christian can make. So the question of a successful life is not “How much 

did you make?” but “How did you use what you had to creative purposes for 

the general welfare of all?” That is the way to make the friends Jesus talks 

about in the Gospel. 



 

• Do we believe that the Christian faith is to inform every aspect of how we 

live, or have we set apart certain areas which are outside of the reach of the 

saving truth of the Gospel? 

 

Sacrifice everything to God 

Dying to self 

St. Thomas says - What God ultimately wants from humans and angels is the sacrifice of their 

will to His. Every time you sin – you are not sacrificing  

Our Lady says – sacrifice everything. That is what She did.  


